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USS Barry Crew Successfully Fires Anti-Submarine Rocket
By ENS Cheyenne Harinandan, USS Barry


Following months of strenuous planning and preparation, the USS Barry (DDG 52) crew successfully fired a Vertically Launched Anti-Submarine (VLA) rocket Jan. 25, annihilating a test target.  

“This successful launch is a prime example of how the Barry crew never ceases to amaze me;  it’s an honor to be their commanding officer,” said Cmdr. Jennifer Eaton. “I could not be more proud of this crew. The dedication and perseverance of the crew showed in the countless hours put into the preparation and training for this event.”

With the launch, the crew became the first Baseline 9 destroyer on the East Coast to successfully track and accurately shoot a VLA. It was accomplished by the hard work, dedication and tactical prowess of the sonar technicians of Weapon’s Department onboard and it was the final demonstration of Barry’s anti-submarine warfare abilities before it begins its transit to U.S. 7th Fleet, where she will be forward deployed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“After more than 60 hours of training, seeing the VLA launch filled me with an overwhelming sense of joy and great accomplishment,” said Sonar Technician 2nd Class Spence Sexton, echoing the sentiments of his shipmates.

While the VLA launch heavily involved sonar technicians, every Barry watch stander played a role. From topside, where boatswain mates kept a watchful eye for any vessels or wildlife that could foul the firing range to the depths of the engine rooms, where engineers ensured Barry was able to tactically maneuver and continue tracking the target. 

Barry is a ship well known for being the front runner of destroyers. Starting in 1989, she was the first keel laid for an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer. In 2013, she was the first ship on the East Coast to receive the Baseline 9 AEGIS upgrade, and continued the tradition with the recent VLA event.
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