NCTAMS PAC GOBBLES UP 20 YEARS OF OPERATION ALOHA

HALEIWA (November 26, 2009) – Sailors from the Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area Master Station, Pacific (NCTAMS PAC) joined family and volunteers to help make Thanksgiving a little better for the needy and homeless on Hawaii’s North Shore.  
NCTAMS PAC Sailors, along with the Waialua Community Association, served a hot holiday meal to the homeless and their families, sharing the Thanksgiving spirit back to the community with entertainment, singers, and Hula dancers.  The Waialua Community Center hosts the Thanksgiving dinner every year, with children from the St. Michael’s School transforming the gymnasium into a festive hall with their many hand made decorations.  
This year, NCTAMS PAC celebrated its 20th anniversary of Operation Aloha.  Started in 1989 as a simple Thanksgiving meal by the Waialua Community Association with a few Sailors from NCTAMS PAC, Operation Aloha has grown into an annual event with entertainment and food for over 400 people.  In addition, NCTAMS PAC volunteers now collect non-perishable food and clothing throughout the year and donate it to the Waialua Community Center and the North Shore Food Bank on Thanksgiving, assisting the Food Bank in feeding the homeless every day.  

Rear Admiral Dixon Smith, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii, Captain Patricia Cole, Commanding Officer of NCTAMS PAC, and Hawaii State Representative Michael Magaoay were among the many attendees.  “I am astonished at the generosity within and outside the community to help our neighbors who are less fortunate,” Captain Cole stated.  “That so many people would come out on this major family holiday to help support others shows what our great country is all about.”  

Chief Corey Mincey, NCTAMS PAC Administration Division Chief was this year’s event coordinator.  “We raised over 13,000 lbs of non-perishable food items, over 2,500 lbs of clothing, and over $6,000 in cash, all worth approximately $45,000,” said Mincey. “It is our way to give back to the community.”  

During the festivities, Captain Cole presented an honorary check to Pastor Ron Valenciana and Mrs. Nancy Nelson, President of the Waialua Community Association. “We are grateful for the Navy for joining with our community in putting this together every year,” said Nelson. “We give thanks all year long for everything they do for us.”
Reflecting on the year’s efforts, “Operation Aloha provides our Sailors and family members with a great opportunity to demonstrate honor, courage and commitment to the Navy through truly caring for their community,” said Mincey. “The overall result is building on the relationship between the Navy and the local community.” 
And with 20 years of practice, that relationship is now stronger than ever.
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